
CANDIDATES’ ITEM RESPONSE ANALYSIS REPORT 
ON THE ADVANCED CERTIFICATE OF SECONDARY 

EDUCATION EXAMINATION (ACSEE) 2023

ENGLISH LANGUAGE



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CANDIDATES’ ITEM RESPONSE ANALYSIS 
REPORT ON THE ADVANCED CERTIFICATE OF 

SECONDARY EDUCATION EXAMINATION (ACSEE) 
2023 

 
 

 
 
 

122 ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 

 

 

 

 

 



ii 

Published by: 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania 

P.O. Box 2624 

Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© The National Examinations Council of Tanzania, 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

All rights reserved.  

 



iii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

FOREWORD ................................................................................................................... iv 
1.0 INTRODUCTION ................................................................................................... 1 
2.0 ANALYSIS OF CANDIDATES’ RESPONSES TO EACH QUESTION IN 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 1 ...................................................................................... 2 
2.1            SECTION A: Short Answer Questions2 

2.1.1 Question 1: How Social Factors Affect Language Change .......................... 2 

2.1.2 Question 2: Knowledge and Use of Affixes ................................................. 7 

2.1.3 Question 3: Phoneme Production Mechanism ............................................14 

2.1.4 Question 4: Importance of Principles of Translation ..................................19 

2.2            SECTION B: Essay Questions ....................................................................25 

2.2.1 Question 5: Advantages of Multilingualism ...............................................25 

2.2.2 Question 6: Behavioural Characteristics of Inattentive Listeners ...............36 

2.2.3 Question 7: Taking Good Notes from a Spoken Speech .............................45 

2.2.4 Question 8: Writing the Reference List in the APA Style ...........................54 

3.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ RESPONSES TO EACH QUESTION IN 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE 2 .....................................................................................66 

3.1            SECTION A: Short Answer Questions .......................................................66 

3.1.1 Question 1: Knowledge of Dramatic Terms ................................................66 

3.1.2 Question 2: Distinguishing a Novel from Other Literary Genres ...............70 

3.1.3 Question 3: The Beauty of a Literary Work ................................................75 

3.1.4 Question 4: Reading a Poem and Answering Subsequent Questions ..........81 

3.2            SECTION B: Essay Questions ....................................................................88 

3.2.1 Question 5: People in Power as a Hindrance to Changes in Society ...........88 

3.2.2 Question 6: Wisdom in Making Decisions ................................................100 

3.2.3 Question 7: How the Surrounding Environment Shapes an Individual’s 
Behaviour ..................................................................................................108 

3.2.4 Question 8: Effectiveness of Symbolism in Conveying Messages to 
Society ......................................................................................................116 

4.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE PER TOPIC ............133 
5.0 CONCLUSION ....................................................................................................134 
6.0 RECOMMENDATIONS .....................................................................................135 
7.0 Appendix ..............................................................................................................136 

 



iv 

FOREWORD 
The Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education (ACSEE) is a summative 
evaluation, marking the end of two years of Advanced Secondary School 
Education in Tanzania. This examination, among other things, shows the 
effectiveness of the educational system in general and educational delivery 
in particular. Essentially, candidates’ responses to the examination 
questions show the extent to which the teaching and learning objectives 
were achieved in the classroom. 

The Candidates’ Item Response Analysis report (CIRA) on the English 
Language subject for the 2023 Advanced Certificate of Secondary 
Education Examination (ACSEE) has been prepared to provide feedback to 
all education stakeholders on the candidates’ performance in the subject. 

This report aims at providing a clear understanding of the reasons behind 
the candidates’ success or failure in the English Language subject. It 
highlights the factors that made the candidates perform outstandingly in the 
examination. These include the ability to interpret the questions and to 
follow the instructions as well as sufficient knowledge of the concepts and 
the principles related to the subject. In addition, the report indicates that 
some of the candidates performed weakly because they failed to interpret 
the requirements of the questions, and they lacked sufficient knowledge of 
the concepts on which they were tested. However, the factors that made 
some candidates to perform averagely include average knowledge of the 
concepts tested, and lack of detailed explanations of the concepts. 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania (NECTA) expects that the 
feedback provided in this report will enable school managers, teachers, 
students, education administrators, school quality assurers, and other 
education stakeholders to take appropriate measures to improve the teaching 
and learning of the English Language subject in secondary schools. This 
will eventually strengthen the performance of prospective candidates.  

Finally, the Council would like to thank all who participated in preparing 
this report. 

                                                                
                                   Dr Said Ally Mohamed 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
This report analyses the candidates’ performance in the English Language 
subject for the Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination 
(ACSEE), which was conducted in May 2023. The English Language 
subject was set following the English Language syllabus of 2010 and the 
English Language Examination Format of July 2019. 
 

The examination consisted of two papers, namely 122/1 English Language 
1 and 122/2 English Language 2. Each paper had eight questions which 
were distributed across Sections A and B. Section A had four questions and 
required the candidates to answer all the questions in this section. Each 
question weighed ten (10) marks, making a total of forty (40) marks. 
Section B had four questions and required the candidates to answer three 
questions; two (2) of which were compulsory. Each question weighed 
twenty (20) marks, making a total of sixty (60) marks. 

The candidates’ performance analysis on each question is presented by 
indicating the requirements of each question, the expected responses, how 
the candidates responded and the explanations for the candidates’ 
responses. Samples of the responses extracted from the candidates’ scripts 
have been presented to show how they responded per the demand of each 
item. 

The analysis of candidates’ performance on each item in Section A is based 
on the percentage of the candidates with good performance, ranging from 
6.0 to 10.0 marks. Average performance ranges from 3.5 to 5.5 marks. 
Weak performance ranges from 0.0 to 3.0 marks. 

The analysis of candidates’ performance on each item in Section B focuses 
on the percentage of the candidates with good performance, ranging from 
12.0 to 20.0 marks. Average performance ranges from 7.0 to 11.5 marks, 
and weak performance ranges from 0 to 6.5 marks. 

The three categories of performance are also used in the analysis of the 
candidates’ performance per topic. If the candidates’ performance ranges 
from 60 to 100 per cent, it is considered as good and represented by green 
colour; from 35 to 59 per cent is average performance, which is represented 
by yellow colour; and from 0 to 34 per cent is weak performance, which is 
represented by red colour. 

The candidates’ performance on each topic has been summarised in the 
Appendix section. 
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2.0 ANALYSIS OF CANDIDATES’ RESPONSES TO EACH QUESTION 

IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE 1 

2.1 SECTION A: Short Answer Questions 

This section consisted of four questions. Each question carried 10 marks, 
making a total of 40 marks. The candidates were required to answer all the 
questions in this section. 

2.1.1 Question 1: How Social Factors Affect Language Change 
The question required the candidates to use relevant examples to explain 
how each of the given social factors, namely age, place, sex/gender, 
occupation and social class affect language use. It aimed to test the 
candidates’ knowledge and understanding of how language use varies 
across a number of social factors. For example, with age, children’s 
language is characterized by higher pitch than that of adults. The youths 
prefer using slang while adults prefer formal language. Place affects 
language as it facilitates the formation of dialects. Sex/gender also affects 
language in terms of word choice and voice quality whereby females tend to 
use euphemistic language. Moreover, occupational variation accounts for 
specialized language such as the language of law, science, and politics. 
Other variations in language use such as language of social groups can be 
accounted for by the social class factor.  

The question was attempted by 32,270 candidates (100%); out of whom 
20,392 (63.19%) scored from 6 to 10 marks; 9,133 (28.30%) scored from 
3.5 to 5.5 marks; and 2,745 (8.51%) scored from 0 to 3 marks. Analysis 
shows that the candidates’ overall performance on this question was good 
because 29,525 candidates (91.49%) scored from 3.5 to 10.0 marks. Their 
performance on this question is summarised in Figure 1. 
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Figure 1: Candidates’ Performance on Question 1 
 

The candidates who scored high marks on this question had sufficient 
knowledge and understanding of the social factors that contribute to 
language variation. They gave relevant examples and explained thoroughly 
how the given social factors affect language use. 
  
Extract 1.1 is a sample response by a candidate who correctly explained 
how the given social factors affect language use. The candidate also 
provided relevant examples. 
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Extract 1.1: A sample response by a candidate who scored high marks on 
this question 

 
In Extract 1.1, the candidate demonstrated good knowledge of how the 
specified social factors affect language use. He/she was organized, 
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explaining correctly one factor after another. He/she used simple language 
which adhered, to some reasonable extent, to the rules of grammar. The 
examples he/she provided were relevant. 
 
However, the candidates who scored averagely on this question failed to 
explain effectively with relevant examples how the social factors affect 
language use. Analysis shows that most of them provided unclear 
explanations on how the social factors affect language use. Some of them 
explained clearly but gave irrelevant examples; hence they failed to answer 
the question sufficiently. Extract 1.2 is a response from a candidate who 
provided insufficient explanations to Question 1. 
 

 
Extract 1.2: A sample response by a candidate who scored average marks 
on Question 1 
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In Extract 1.2, the candidate demonstrated average knowledge of how the 
specified social factors affect language use. He/she tried to be clear in 
his/her explanations but, in some social factors, provided irrelevant and 
wrong examples. For example, the provided examples for the occupation 
and place factors were irrelevant, despite the clear explanations.  
 
It was further noted that the candidates who performed poorly on this 
question failed to explain how the social factors affect language use. This 
proves that they lacked knowledge and understanding of language amid 
social dynamism. They failed to explain any fact about the given social 
factors. The examples they provided were either wrong or irrelevant. 
Extract 1.3 is a response by a candidate who provided an incorrect 
response to Question 1. 
 

 
Extract 1.2: A sample response by a candidate who responded incorrectly 
to Question 1 
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The candidate explained meaninglessly the given social factors. He/she did 
not provide any example. He/she demonstrated poor knowledge of the 
social factors. His/her English language proficiency was low. 

2.1.2 Question 2: Knowledge and Use of Affixes 
The question had two parts, namely (a) and (b). Part (a) required the 
candidates to write the meaning of each given suffix and then compose a 
meaningful sentence using it. The given suffixes were -en, -less, -ness, -
wise, and -hood. Part (b) required the candidates to add appropriate 
prefixes to the words in brackets in the given sentences to make the 
sentences meaningful. The question tested the candidates’ knowledge and 
understanding of the meaning and uses of suffixes and prefixes. 
 
The candidates were required to write the meanings of the given suffixes as 
-en meaning cause or become, -less meaning without something, -ness 
meaning state or quality, -wise meaning in the manner or direction/in 
relation to/as far as something is concerned and –hood meaning 
condition/state/quality/status. Moreover, the candidates were required to 
compose a meaningful sentence using each suffix.   
 
The question was attempted by 32,270 candidates (100%); out of whom 
6,051 (18.75%) scored from 6 to 10 marks; 13,381 (41.46%) scored from 
3.5 to 5.5 marks; and 12,838 (39.79%) scored from 0 to 3 marks. Analysis 
shows that the candidates’ overall performance on this question was good 
since 19,432 candidates (60.21%) scored from 3.5 to 10.0 marks. The 
performance is summarized in Figure 2. 
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Figure 2: Candidates’ Performance on Question 2 

 

In part (a), the candidates who scored high marks gave the correct 
meanings and composed a meaningful sentence using each of the suffixes. 
Besides, they demonstrated their knowledge and good understanding of the 
suffixes and used them correctly in the sentences they composed. 
  
In part (b), the candidates who scored high marks added appropriate 
prefixes to the specified words to make the given sentences meaningful. 
Extract 2.1 is a sample of the correct responses to the question.  
 



9 

 



10 

 
Extract 2.1: A sample response by a candidate who scored high marks 

on Question 2 
 

In Extract 2.1, the candidate answered the question correctly. In part (a) 
he/she provided correct meaning and composed a sentence using each of 
the given suffixes. He/she had adequate knowledge of the given suffixes. 
Furthermore, he/she demonstrated high proficiency in the English 
language. This knowledge enabled him/her to compose meaningful and 
grammatical sentences using the suffixes. 
  
In part (b), the candidate demonstrated adequate knowledge of prefixes, 
structural and semantic patterns of the given sentences. Thus, he/she added 
appropriate prefixes to the identified words in the given sentences; hence 
the sentences turned meaningful. 
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The candidates who scored averagely on this question lacked sufficient 
knowledge of prefixes and suffixes. They also failed to compose 
meaningful sentences from the identified affixes. They demonstrated 
limited knowledge about suffixes as they failed to give correct meanings 
and sentences to some of the given suffixes. They also attached incorrect 
prefixes to the given words in the sentences. Extract 2.2 is a response from 
a candidate who provided incorrect responses to some of the items.  
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Extract 2.2: A sample response by a candidate who scored average 
marks on Question 2 

 
In Extract 2.2 the candidate provided incorrect answers to some of the 
question items in part (a). For example, he/she failed to give the meaning 
of suffix –en. Instead, he/she gave its function that it shows plurality, 
providing the word ‘children’ as an example. He/she also failed to 
compose a meaningful sentence involving suffix -ness. He/she likewise 
failed to compose a meaningful sentence involving suffix -hood. 
Moreover, he/she failed to give the correct meaning of suffix -wise and 
composed a meaningless sentence Likewise pays. 
 
In part (b), the candidate gave the correct answers, except in item (iv) and 
(x) where he/she attached incorrect prefixes to the given words. He/she 
wrongly wrote unsent instead of resent and untolerable instead of 
intolerable. 
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Analysis shows that some of the candidates who scored low marks failed to 
understand the requirement of the question, ending up giving irrelevant 
answers. Some of these showed insufficient knowledge of the meaning and 
uses of affixes and the general process of affixation. These candidates 
failed to distinguish suffixes from lexical words and ended up using the 
suffixes as complete words in sentences. Besides, some of them failed to 
provide the meaning, determine the correct uses of the given suffixes and 
show how they collocate with their respective roots. Extract 2.3 shows a 
sampled illustrative response. 

 

Extract 2.3: A sample response by a candidate who scored low marks on 
Question 2 
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In Extract 2.3 the candidate demonstrated his/her inadequate knowledge of 
affixes. He/she failed to give the correct meanings of most of the given 
suffixes. He/she mistook suffix -wise for a lexical word and composed a 
sentence using the suffix as a complete word. With the exception of item 
2(a)(i), all the sentences he/she composed in 2(a) were incorrect. This 
shows that his/her English language proficiency was low. 
 
In item 2(b) the candidate demonstrated incompetence in determining how 
prefixes collocate with their roots. He/she attached wrong prefixes to almost 
all of the given words.  

2.1.3 Question 3: Phoneme Production Mechanism 
The question required the candidates to explain how the first sounds in each 
of the given words is produced by the organs of speech. The given words 
were Knot, Euro, Chorus, Pharmacy and Pseudo-active. The question 
aimed to test the candidates’ knowledge and understanding of how words 
are pronounced, specifically how phonemes are produced by the contact 
between the passive and active articulators. The candidates were expected 
to identify the first phonemes in each word prior to explain in the 
production mechanism involved. For example, Knot /n/, Euro /j/, Chorus 
/k/, Pharmacy /f/ and Pseudo-active /s/.   

The question was attempted by 32,270 candidates (100%); out of whom 
only 159 (0.49%) scored from 6 to 10 marks, and 1,928 (5.97%) scored 
from 3.5 to 5.5 marks. The remaining 30,183 (93.53%) scored from 0 to 3 
marks. Analysis shows that the candidates’ overall performance on this 
question was weak since only 2,087 (6.47%) of the candidates scored from 
3.5 to 10.0 marks. Their performance on this question is summarised in 
Figure 3. 
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Figure 3: Candidates’ Performance on Question 3 

Analysis shows that 5.0 per cent of the candidates scored high marks on this 
question. They read, understood and correctly responded to the question. 
They demonstrated their knowledge of English language phoneme 
production through their correct answers.  

The candidates understood that the first sound in the word Knot is /n/. This 
voiced alveolar nasal sound is produced when the tip of the tongue (active 
articulator) softly touches the alveolar ridge (passive articulator), allowing 
the air to escape through the nose.  

Moreover, they were aware that the first sound in the word Euro is /j/. This 
is a voiced palatal glide. It is produced when the middle part of the tongue 
is lifted high towards the hard palate, gliding continuously to form the 
vowel like sound.  

They were knowledgeable that the first sound in the word Chorus is /k/. 
This is a voiceless velar plosive. It is produced when the upper part of the 
tongue presses against the velum (soft palate) and holds the air stream back 
while building up pressure for its release with noticeable aspiration.  

Furthermore, they understood that the first sound in the word Pharmacy is 
/f/. This voiceless labial-dental fricative is produced when the lower lip 
(passive articulator) is in close contact with the upper teeth (passive 
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articulator) while air escapes through the narrow opening forcefully, 
creating audible friction.  

Lastly, they knew that the first sound in the word Pseudo-active is /s/. This 
voiceless alveolar fricative is produced when the front part of the tongue 
(active articulator) is in close contact with the alveolar ridge in such a way 
that air escapes with friction through a narrow opening between the 
articulators. Extract 3.1 is a sampled response from a candidate who 
provided the correct responses to the question. 
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Extract 3.1: A sample response by a candidate who scored high marks on 
Question 3 
 

In Extract 3.1, the candidate explained clearly how the specified sounds are 
produced through the contact between the passive and active articulators. 
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Moreover, the candidates with average marks on this question lacked 
sufficient knowledge of the mechanism involved in producing English 
phonemes. Extract 3.2 is illustrative. 

 

 

Extract 3.2: A sample response by a candidate who scored average 
marks on Question 3 
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In Extract 3.2, the candidate was averagely knowledgeable about the 
production mechanism of English phonemes. He/she identified and named 
the required sounds correctly but provided the wrong information on some 
aspects. First, in the word Knot, he/she failed to explain the mechanism 
which involves organs of speech in sound /n/ production. Second, his/her 
explanation of sound /j/ in the word Euro is not clear. He/she wrongly 
involves saliva in the sound production mechanism and incorrectly states 
that the tip of the tongue comes in contact with the glottis. Third, he/she 
was unaware that the tip of the tongue is not involved in the production of 
sounds /j/ and /k/.  
 
The candidates with low marks on this question failed to sufficiently 
explain how the required sounds are produced. Some of them transcribed 
the given words. Others failed to identify the required sounds. Instead, they 
explained irrelevantly about the production of the given words. Some 
candidates failed to identify the required sounds; instead, they incorrectly 
mentioned the organs of speech which they thought are involved in the 
production of the words. Moreover, others transcribed the first syllables of 
the given words. Extract 3.3 is an illustrative sample response.  

 

Extract 3.3: A sampled incorrect response from a candidate who scored 
poorly on Question 3 

In Extract 3.3, the candidate transcribed the first syllables of the given 
words, contrary to the requirements of the question. 

2.1.4 Question 4: Importance of Principles of Translation 
The candidates were required to explain why it is important for the 
translator to know the given principles. Such principles were the mastery of 
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the languages involved, knowledge of the field or topic involved, familiarity 
with the style of the source text writer, knowledgeable of the source and 
target cultures, and avoidance of personal opinions and prejudices.  The 
question aimed at testing the candidates’ ability to conduct effective rule-
governed translations. It required the candidates to explain the importance 
of the given principles as follows: 

The mastery of the language involved helps the translator to efficiently 
transmit the message from the source language to the target language. 
Competence in both languages enables the translator to understand the 
source message and fluently reproduce it into a parallel content message the 
target readers will understand.  
 
Knowledge of the field or topic involved makes the translator aware of 
technical terms to provide the correct translation. For example, a religious 
text may correctly be translated if the translator has an adequate 
understanding of theological matters. Similarly, a scientific text will be 
translated correctly and appropriately if the translator adequately 
understands the field of science. 
 
Familiarity with the style of the source text writer enables the translator to 
have the correct translation although the translator may preserve or violate 
the style used in the source language. For example, if the translator is 
translating Achebe’s work, he/she will either retain Achebe’s style or will 
violate it to suit the needs of his/her readers. 
 
Knowledgeable of the source and target cultures enables the translator to 
accurately translate idioms, proverbs, sayings and other culturally specific 
references to the target readers. 
 
Avoidance of personal opinions and prejudices helps the translator to 
produce balanced and unbiased translations. Personal opinions and 
prejudices violate justice to the work being translated, especially on critical 
matters such as religion, politics or culture. 
 

The question was attempted by 32,270 candidates (100%); out of whom, 
12,057 (37.36%) scored from 6 to 10 marks; 11,379 (35.26%) scored from 
3.5 to 5.5 marks; and 8,834 (27.38%) scored from 0 to 3 marks. Analysis 
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shows that the candidates’ overall performance on this question was good 
since 23,436 (72.62%) of the candidates scored from 3.5 to 10.0 marks.  

Their performance on this question is summarised in Figure 4. 

 
Figure 4: Candidates’ Performance on Question 4 

Analysis shows that 12,057 (37.4) candidates had high marks on this 
question. They demonstrated adequate knowledge of translation. This 
ability helped them to respond correctly to the question. Extract 4.1 presents 
a good response by one of the candidates. 
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 Extract 4.1: A sample response by a candidate who scored high marks on 
Question 4 
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In Extract 4.1, the candidate demonstrated his/her sufficient knowledge of 
principles of translation. He/she explained correctly how important it is for 
a translator to adhere to the principles. His/her explanation reflects the 
requirement that a good translation should be consistent, original and 
unbiased. 

Moreover, the candidates with average scores on this question failed to 
thoroughly give reasons why the translator should adhere to the given 
translation principles. They gave insufficient explanations to support their 
views. Extract 4.2 provides a sample response by a candidate who provided 
insufficient explanations. 

 

 Extract 4.2: A sample response by a candidate who scored averagely on 
Question 4 
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In Extract 4.2, the candidate explained vaguely to support his/her points. 
For example, the importance of the translator adhering to the principle of 
avoiding personal opinions and prejudices has been vaguely explained as to 
ensure clarity.  

Furthermore, some of the candidates who scored low marks on this question 
failed to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of translation. 
They did not understand the demand of the question, ending up addressing 
it incorrectly. Also some candidates copied the question without writing 
anything. This shows that they lacked knowledge that could enable them to 
address the question. 
 
Moreover, some candidates explained the given translation principles in 
relation to interpretation. They lacked knowledge and understanding that 
translation deals with written documents while interpretation deals with 
spoken words. Therefore, they included the words speaker and listeners 
several times in their discussion. Extract 4.3 provides a sample response by 
a candidate who poorly responded to the question due to insufficient 
knowledge of translation. 

 
Extract 4.3: A sample response by a candidate who scored low marks 
on Question 4 
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In Extract 4.3, the candidate’s response reflects his/her inadequate 
knowledge of the principles of translation. He/she responded vaguely and 
irrelevantly.  
 

2.2 SECTION B: Essay Questions 

This section consisted of four questions. The candidates were required to 
answer three questions. Two of them were compulsory. Each question 
weighed 20 marks. 

2.2.1 Question 5: Advantages of Multilingualism 
This question required the candidates to explain eight advantages of being a 
multilingual. The question tested their knowledge about language use in 
society. The candidates were expected to involve such advantages in their 
responses as expanding one’s social circle, marketability in the workforce, 
making travelling easy, gaining much cultural knowledge and perspective, 
improving one’s communication skills, facilitating easy access to more 
information and entertainment, making learning other languages easy, and 
keeping oneself smart. 

This was the most highly performed question. Since it was compulsory, it 
was attempted by all 32,270 candidates (100%). Among them, 21,731 
(67.34%) scored from 12.0 to 20.0 marks; 9,423 (29.20%) scored from 7.0 
to 11.5 marks; and 1,116 candidates (3.46%) scored from 0.0 to 6.5 marks. 
Analysis shows that the candidates’ overall performance on this question 
was good since 31,154 candidates (96.54%)   scored from 7 to 20 marks, as 
shown in Figure 5. 
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Figure 5: Candidates’ Performance on Question 5 

The candidates with good performance on this question demonstrated good 
skills and understanding of multilingualism and its usefulness in society. 
These candidates managed to organize their essays into three parts, namely 
the introduction, main body and conclusion. In the introduction, they 
clarified their subject matter by defining the term multilingualism. 
 
In the main body, the candidates correctly described eight points on the 
benefits of multilingualism. The points were well organized in paragraphs, 
observing several writing skills.  
 
The candidates concluded their essays relevantly, summarizing their views 
and relating them with the contemporary society. Extract 5.1 presents a 
sample response by a candidate who correctly described eight benefits of 
multilingualism. 
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Extract 5.1: A sample response by a candidate who scored high marks on 
Question 5 

In Extract 5.1 the candidate introduced his/her essay appropriately and 
organised his/her points in short paragraphs. His/her conclusion is relevant 
to the content presented in the main body. 
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Moreover, the candidates who scored averagely on this question vaguely 
described their points. Some of them failed to adhere to the writing 
conventions such as avoiding using contracted forms. Some of them 
constructed ungrammatical sentences and provided an insufficient number 
of points. Extract 5.2 presents a sample response by one of these candidates.  
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Extract 5.2: A sample response by a candidate who scored averagely on 
Question 5 
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In Extract 5.2 the candidate scored average marks due to poor writing skills 
and insufficiency in the description of his/her points. He/she violated some 
writing skills by using contracted forms and wrong punctuation marks. 

Further analysis shows that the candidates who scored low marks on this 
question either did not understand the demand of the question, hence giving 
off-topic responses or lacked substance in their answers. The question 
required them to describe the benefits of multilingualism. Conversely, some 
of them wrote about the significance of human language such as functioning 
as a unifying or dividing factor, factor for social stratification and 
development. Some of these candidates wrote about the impacts of language 
contact such as borrowing, pidginization, code switching and language 
interference. All these responses signal that the candidates lacked relevant 
knowledge of multilingualism. 

 

Furthermore, other candidates organized their essays with point from 
various sub-topics such as language variation, functions of language, 
language standardization, and functions of language, intending to answer 
the given question. Moreover, some of them used Kiswahili expressions as 
examples where they lacked the required vocabulary in English. Extract 5.3 
is a sample response by a candidate who described the significance of 
language instead of the benefits of multilingualism.  
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Extract 5.3: A sample response by a candidate who scored low marks 
on Question 5 
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In Extract 5.3, the candidate described the significance of language instead 
of the benefits of multilingualism. Moreover, he/she wrongly perceived 
multilingualism as monolingualism. 

2.2.2 Question 6: Behavioural Characteristics of Inattentive Listeners 
 

This question instructed the candidates to explain eight observable 
behavioural characteristics inattentive listeners reveal. In their explanations, 
they were expected to give points such as lack of eye contact with the 
speaker, not paying observable attention to the speaker, being busy with 
other things, being judgemental, openly disagreeing with the speaker, 
interrupting the speaker, dozing off, and being easily distracted by objects 
or things around, among many others. The question tested the candidates’ 
ability to identify inattentive listeners amid their audience. The essays were 
to be well organised in terms of the introduction, main body and conclusion. 
They were also required to be written in paragraphs, appropriate English 
grammar and coherent points. 

It was a compulsory question, and it was attempted by 32,267 candidates 
(99.99%). Among them, 9,265 (28.71%) scored from 12.0 to 20.0 marks; 
13,514 (41.88%) scored from 7.0 to 11.5 marks; and 9,488 (29.40%) scored 
from 0.0 to 6.5 marks. Analysis shows that their overall performance on this 
question was good because 22,779 of the candidates (70.60%) scored from 
7 to 20 marks. Their performance is summarised in Figure 6. 
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Figure 6: Candidates’ Performance on Question 6 
 

The candidates who scored high marks on this question wrote their essays 
logically adhering to the essay writing rules and instructions given. They 
organised their essays into the three main parts, namely the introduction, 
main body and conclusion.  
 

In the introduction, they correctly defined the term listening as basically 
paying attention to hear and understand what is being said. Thus, the 
development of their essays focused on this fact.    
 
In the main body, the candidates organized their eight points in well-
constructed paragraphs. they correctly explained the behavioural 
characteristics of inattentive listeners. Such characteristics include 
observable inattentiveness, lack of eye contact, low concentration, noise 
making, showing no interest in what is being said, not giving feedback, not 
taking any note, interrupting the speaker and jumping to conclusions.   
 

The candidates concluded their essays relevantly either by briefly 
presenting the disadvantages of being an inattentive listener or by briefly 
highlighting the importance of listening attentively for capturing the 
intended information easily. Extract 6.1 presents a sample response by a 
candidate who explained the behavioural characteristics of an inattentive 
listener. 
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Extract 6.1: A sample response by a candidate who scored high marks 
on Question 6 
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In Extract 6.1 the candidate organized his/her essay in terms of the 
introduction, main body and conclusion. He explained his/her eight points 
clearly. He/she concluded relevantly linking listening inattentively to other 
barriers to communication. 
 
Furthermore, the candidates who scored averagely on this question did not 
sufficiently explain the observable characteristics of inattentive listeners. 
They provided weak points on this matter. Some essays had grammatical 
errors. Moreover, some candidates paraphrased the same points. Some of 
the candidates lacked essay organization skills such as paragraphing. All 
these contributed to their average marks. Extract 6.2 is illustrative of such 
grammatical errors and unsubstantiated points. 
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Extract 6.2: A sample response by a candidate who scored average marks 
on Question 6 

 

Extract 6.2 presents one of the candidates’ essays which were graded 
averagely due to its grammatical errors and unsubstantiated points. 

Further analysis shows that the candidates who scored low marks on this 
question failed to understand the requirements of the question. Some of 
them explained barriers to effective listening such as language barrier, 
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physical noise, prejudgment and personal biases and failed to link them 
with the demands of the question. 
 
Similarly, some of them explained the qualities of a good public speaker. 
Such qualities include confidence, considering the audience, clarity, and 
the use of body language, instead of describing the observable behavioural 
characteristics of inattentive listeners. Extract 6.3 is a sample response by a 
candidate who scored low marks on Question 6.  
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Extract 6.3: A sample response by a candidate who performed poorly on 
Question 6 
 

In Extract 6.3, the candidate explained the barriers to effective listening 
instead of describing the observable behavioural characteristics of 
inattentive listeners.  
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2.2.3 Question 7: Taking Good Notes from a Spoken Speech 

This question required the candidates to provide eight tips that would enable 
them to take good notes out of the president’s spoken speech. This question 
aimed at testing the candidates’ ability to listen and take good notes from a 
spoken speech. 

The candidates were expected to provide tips such as being clear about the 
reasons for attending the occasion and taking notes, determining the 
importance of a point prior to taking it, noting down only key points, taking 
notes in one’s personal style, writing down short but clear points, writing in 
full key information that cannot be shortened, using abbreviations, and 
highlighting the most important points. 

Since it was an optional question it was attempted by 28,169 candidates 
(87.3%); of whom, 10,831 (38.45%) scored from 12.0 to 20.0 marks; 
12,364 (43.89%) scored from 7.0 to 11.5 marks; and 4,974 (17.66%) scored 
from 0.0 to 6.5 marks. Analysis shows that their overall performance on this 
question was good because 23,195 (82.34%) of the scored from 7 to 20 
marks. Their performance is summarised in Figure 7. 

 
Figure 7: Candidates’ Performance on Question 7 
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The candidates with good performance on this question demonstrated 
adequate knowledge of listening and note-taking skills. This knowledge 
enabled them to propose the correct tips on how to take good notes from 
the spoken speech. Extract 7.1 is a sampled response to Question 7 by a 
candidate who wrote the correct answer. 
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Extract 7.1: A sample of the correct responses to Question 7 

 
In Extract 7.1, the candidate introduced his/her essay appropriately 
maintaining that note-taking refers to recording what is being presented 
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orally. He/she correctly presented the eight tips clearly in paragraphs. 
He/she concluded relevantly, insisting that note-taking skills are important 
for making accurate information. 

 

Besides, the candidates who scored average marks on this question failed 
to provide all the required points thoroughly. Some of them were not 
expressive enough to explain their proposed tips for good note taking. 
Grammatical errors, misspelling and poor essay organization skills were 
some of the weaknesses in their essays. Consequently, they scored 
averagely. Extract 7.2 is a sample response by a candidate who scored 
average marks. 
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Extract 7.2: A sample response by a candidate with average marks on 
Question 7 
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The sample response in Extract 7.2 reveals the candidate’s poor essay 
organization skills as he/she introduced the essay by copying the question. 
Moreover, he/she poorly constructed the paragraphs, with some points 
such as the use of diagrams not substantiated. He/she ended up scoring 
averagely. 
 

Analysis shows that the candidates whose performance on this question 
was low misunderstood the question. Some of them provided the 
strategies for to achieving effective listening instead of providing tips for 
note taking. They explained irrelevant issues such as maintaining eye 
contact and avoiding prejudgment. 
 
Besides, some candidates explained factors to consider before delivering a 
speech. These factors include knowing the title of speech, the venue or 
place where speech will be delivered, the time the speech will be 
delivered as well as developing familiarity with the audience.  
 

Moreover, some candidates misunderstood the question as they explained 
things to be considered before conducting a meeting such as the date of 
the meeting, time of the meeting, and topic or agenda of the meeting.  
 

Extract 7.3 is a sample response by a candidate who presented things to 
consider before delivering a speech instead of things to be considered in 
order to take good notes from the spoken speech. 
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Extract 7.3: A sample response by a candidate who scored low marks 
on Question 7 
 

In Extract 7.3, the candidate presented things to consider when delivering a 
speech but explained them as tips for taking good notes from a spoken 
speech. 

2.2.4 Question 8: Writing the Reference List in the APA Style 
In this question, the candidates were required to imagine they were writing 
the references section of the final draft of their project paper. Then, they 
were asked to explain eight APA rules of writing the reference list they had 
to abide by. They were expected to explain the rules based on writing the 
name/names of authors, the year of publication, the title of the cited source, 
the place of publication and the publisher. The rules also involve the 
number of authors of a cited source and the category of the source. The 
question tested their skills in reading and analysing a variety of texts from 
different sources. The question was set from the Language Skills topic.  

This question was optional. It was attempted by 4,096 candidates (12.7%). 
Among them, 580 (14.16%) scored from 12 to 20 marks; 2,167 (52.91%) 
scored from 7 to 11 marks; and 1,349 (32.93%) scored from 0 to 6 marks. 
Their overall performance on this question was good because 2,747 
(67.07%) of those who attempted this question scored from 7 to 20 marks. 
Their performance is summarised in Figure 8. 
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Figure 8: Candidates’ Performance on Question 8 

 

The candidates who scored high marks in this question demonstrated 
knowledge and ability to cite documents using APA style. They correctly 
presented rules which govern writing reference in APA style. They 
managed to organize their essays into three parts, namely the introduction, 
main body and conclusion. 

 
In the introduction, the candidates introduced the term referencing as 
referring to making a list of all cited sources within the written text. Some 
candidates added the importance of referencing that it is a way through 
which plagiarism can be avoided. Thus, it is an essential practice in formal 
writing.  
 
In the main body, the candidates explained the eight rules of writing a 
reference list in a text book, proposal, research paper and others. These 
rules include the following: 
(i)    The reference list should appear at the end of the paper. 
(ii)    The reference list should start on a new page. 
(iii)    The line of each entry should be indented from the left margin. 
(iv)    All names of the author should be invented. 
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(v)    The entry should begin with the names of the author(s), followed 
by the year of publication in brackets, followed by the title, 
edition (if any), city and the publisher. 

(vi)    The reference entry involving two to seven authors demands 
listing up to seven authors followed by three by last names 
followed by initials. 

(vii) The entry involving eight or more authors demands listing the 
first author followed by three ellipses … and the last author’s 
name. 

(viii) When the author is an organization, the name of the organization 
must be written in full. 

(ix)    Entries involving the editor should use the abbreviation Ed after 
the name of the editor. 
 

The candidates concluded their essays by insisting the importance of 
acknowledging other people’s ideas in writing. They summarized that 
acknowledging can be done in in-text citations and reference lists. They 
concluded that it is good to cite to avoid plagiarism, which is an academic 
crime. Extract 8.1 is a sample response by a candidate who correctly 
explained the rules of writing the APA reference list. 

 



57 

 



58 

 



59 

 
Extract 8.1: A sample response by the candidate who scored high 
marks on Question 8 
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In Extract 8.1 the candidate responded correctly to the demand of the 
question. He/she introduced his/her essay appropriately, defining the term 
referencing and stating its importance in writing. He/she organized his/her 
points in paragraphs using simple and fairly grammatical language. He/she 
concluded the essay by insisting his/her observation in the introduction. 
 
Further analysis shows that some of the candidates who scored average 
marks on this question gave explanations that were not exhaustive. 
Grammatical, spelling and punctuation errors in their explanations also 
reduced their scores to average. Extract 8.2 illustrates this observation. 
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Extract 8.2: A sample response by a candidate with average marks on 
Question 8 
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In Extract 8.2, the candidate scored averagely despite his/her good points 
due to unclear explanations caused by errors in grammar, spelling and 
punctuation. These shortcomings stem from their low English language 
proficiency. 
 

Furthermore, the candidates who scored low marks in this question failed to 
understand the requirements of the question. Some of them discussed the 
purposes of doing citation instead of writing reference rules. Analysis 
shows that some of them explained the purpose of citation such as to 
validate the work, to give authority or external support, and to inform 
reader the scope of your work. Extract 8.3 a sample response by a candidate 
who scored low marks. 
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Extract 8.3. A sample response by a candidate who scored low marks 
on Question 8 

In Extract 8.3, the candidate explained the purpose of citing and referencing 
instead of explaining the rules of referencing. 
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3.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ RESPONSES TO EACH 
QUESTION IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE 2 

3.1 SECTION A: Short Answer Questions  

This section consisted of four questions. Each question carried ten (10) 
marks, making a total of forty (40) marks. The candidates were required to 
answer all the four questions.  

3.1.1 Question 1: Knowledge of Dramatic Terms  
This question required the candidates to study the given situations and 
respond to each question accordingly. The question tested their ability to 
identify the dramatic concepts represented by the following descriptions: 

(i) While in the study room at home, Juma takes a play and starts 
reading it. The characters in the play are very funny as they use 
humorous expressions. The expressions make Juma shed tears of 
excitement and laughter all the way until he finishes reading the 
play. Identify the type of the play Juma has been reading. 

(ii) Martha has a hobby of composing literary works. She composes 
works that are divided into acts and scenes. Such works have 
characters who speak in turns. How would Martha be called as a 
literary artist?  

(iii) There are times when an actor directly speaks to the audience 
while other actors do not hear. What is that technique called? 

(iv) A play contains some information apart from characters/actors. 
Such information helps people to perform the play on the stage. 
What is the technical term for such information? 

(v) During a live performance of drama, there are times when you see 
an actor speaking aloud while alone on stage. What technical term 
is used to describe that phenomenon in drama? 

 

The question was attempted by 32,267 (99.99%) candidates. Among them, 
10,525 (32.62%) scored from 6.0 to 10.0 marks; 9,093 (28.18%) scored 
from 3.5 to 5.5 marks; and 12,649 (39.20%) scored from 0.0 to 3.0 marks. 
Analysis shows that their overall performance on this question was good 
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because 19,618 candidates (60.80%) scored from 3.5 to 10.0 marks. Their 
performance is summarised in Figure 9. 

 
Figure 9: Candidates’ Performance on Question 1 

 

The candidates who had high scores on this question correctly named the 
dramatic concepts represented by the given literary descriptions as follows: 

In item (i), the correct response to the given description was comedy 
because it is a type of drama that presents humorous actions/events of 
characters to evoke laughter to the audience. 

In item (ii), the correct response for the given description was playwright 
because a playwright is an artist whose work is to write/compose plays. 
Since Martha has been described as a person who has a hobby of 
composing literary works that are divided into acts and scenes, then, she is 
a playwright. 

In item (iii), the correct response was aside because it is a dramatic 
technique in which the actor speaks directly to the audience without being 
noticed by other actors on stage. 

In item (iv), the correct response for the item was stage direction because it 
refers to the words in italics or parenthesis that show actors and actresses 
what to do during acting or performing on the stage. 
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In item (v), soliloquy was the correct response because it refers to a 
dramatic technique that involves direct address by a character to the 
audience so as to reveal his or her innermost thoughts or feelings. In this 
instance, an actor speaks aloud while being alone on the stage. 

The candidates who scored high marks on this question used the 
knowledge gained from the study of the basic concepts of drama to name 
correctly the dramatic terms represented by the given expressions. Extract 
9.1 is illustrative. 

 
Extract 9.1: A correct response by a candidate who scored high marks on 
Question 1 

In Extract 9.1, the candidate got all the question items correct due to 
his/her adequate knowledge of dramatic terms.  

Furthermore, the candidates who scored average marks on this question 
named some dramatic scenarios correctly whereas others were incorrect. 
Such candidates demonstrated partial knowledge of dramatic concepts.  

 

 
Extract 9.2: A response by a candidate who scored average marks 

In Extract 9.2, the candidate provided correct responses to only items (i) 
and (iv). The rest were incorrect. Answering play/drama in item (ii) 
reflects that he/she did not understand that the given situation referred to a 
person (playwright), not the product of that person (play/drama). Prone in 
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item (iii) is not a dramatic term. In item (v) he/she gave an unusual type of 
narration.  

The candidates with poor performance on this question failed to name the 
correct dramatic concepts represented by the given situations. The analysis 
shows that such candidates did not adequately understand the concepts 
used in drama.  

For example, some candidates provided incorrect responses as follows: In 
item (i), they incorrectly supplied soliloquy as a response for the given 
description. These candidates did not understand the meaning of comedy 
as it was described in the expression. Other candidates identified melo-
drama as a response which was also incorrect because they failed to 
differentiate between melo-drama and comedy drama. 

In item (ii), one candidate supplied playlist as a response referring to a 
person who writes plays instead of playwright.  Another candidate supplied 
dialogue as a response to the given description instead of playwright.  The 
candidate might have been confused with a part of the expression in the 
given description that says such works have characters who speak in turns. 
Presumably, the candidate did not read other parts of the item in the given 
question. 

In item (iii), some candidates wrote monologue as a response for this item. 
They failed to differentiate between monologue and aside because both 
terms involve speeches made by individual characters except that aside 
usually involves direct address to the audience whereas monologue is just a 
speech of an individual character to himself/herself. Another candidate 
wrote visual element, which is a characteristic feature of a play. 

In item (iv), some candidates used scene to refer to the sub division of the 
play instead of stage directions. This answer reflects that the candidates 
did not understand the meaning of stage direction and how or why they are 
used in plays. Similarly, other candidates wrote figurative language to 
respond to the given expression. This can be due to lack of knowledge of 
the concept of stage direction which refers to the words in italics or 
parenthesis that guide actors and actresses through what to do during 
action or performance on stage. 

In item (v), personal conflict was given by one of the candidates. This 
response was incorrect. It shows that the candidate was not knowledgeable 
about soliloquy, the correct dramatic term that suited the requirement of the 
item. Another candidate wrote foreshadowing, which is not related to the 
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character’s speech when he/she is alone on stage. Extract 9.3 shows a 
sample response by a candidate who scored poorly. 

 
Extract 9.3: A response by a candidate who scored poor marks on Question 1. 

In Extract 9.3 the candidate answered all items incorrectly. He/she was not 
knowledgeable about the dramatic terms relevant to the requirements of the 
items. 

 

3.1.2 Question 2: Distinguishing a Novel from Other Literary Genres 
This question required the candidates to show how they would identify a 
novel after being exposed to a variety of literary works. The question tested 
their ability to distinguish between a novel and other works of art. The 
question was set from the Writing – Literary Stylistics topic. 

The question was attempted by 32,269 candidates (99.99%). Among them, 
15,373 (47.64%) scored from 6.0 to 10.0 marks; 8,090 (25.07%) scored 
from 3.5 to 5.5 marks; and 8,806 (27.29%) scored from 0.0 to 3.0 marks. 
Their overall performance on this question was good because 23,463 
candidates, equivalent to 72.7 per cent of those who attempted the question, 
scored from 3.5 to 10.0 marks. Their performance is summarised in Figure 
10. 
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Figure 10: Candidates’ Performance on Question 2 

 

The candidates who scored highly on this question showed a good 
understanding of the defining characteristics of literary genres. They 
correctly distinguished the novel from other literary works by considering 
its characteristic features as follows. 

They stated that the novel is a literary work which is written in the form of 
narration where there is someone who is telling the story either in the first 
or third person point of view. They also explained that the novel is 
relatively longer than other literary genres. Furthermore, they pointed out 
that the novel is organized in chapters and each chapter contains a major 
idea. It is the chapters that make the plot of the novel keep unfolding. 
Lastly, the candidates explained that the novel consists of relatively more 
characters.  

The candidates who responded correctly to this question demonstrated 
adequate knowledge of the features of a novel in the midst of other literary 
genres. Extract 10.1 is a sample of the correct responses to this question. 
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Extract 10.1: A correct response by a candidate who scored high marks 
on Question 2 

In Extract 10.1, the candidate correctly presented characteristics that 
distinguish novels from other works of art. 

The candidates who demonstrated average performance managed to 
provide correct responses to some items. However, they responded 
incorrectly to others. For instance, some candidates correctly stated two or 
three features of novels but the rest were incorrect. Extract 10.2 presents a 
sample response with an average score. 
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Extract 10.2: A sample response by a candidate who scored average 
marks 

In Extract 10.2, the candidate provided characteristics that distinguish 
novels from other works of art. However, some of them are not clearly 
explained. For example, the candidate failed to show how the arrangement 
of events in a novel is different from that of other genres such as drama 
and poetry. He/she also failed to observe punctuation rules in the 
explanations. All these shortcomings account for the average score. 

Analysis shows that some candidates responded poorly to this question, 
hence scoring low marks. Some candidates failed to understand the 
question, and they mentioned the elements of form and content such as 
title, setting, themes, messages and relevance instead of explaining the 
features of novels. Others also misinterpreted the question and explained 
the aspects that make literature a work of art. Yet, others mentioned 
incorrect features of novels; for example, novels use grammatical rules as 
opposed to poetry. Others wrote that novels are written in dialogue form. 
There are also those who provided quite incorrect features of novels even 
though they seemed to have understood that the question required them to 
give the features of novels. These wrong answers show that such 
candidates lacked adequate understanding of features of novels. Extract 
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10.3 is a sample response by a candidate with poor performance on 
Question 2. 

 
Extract 10.3: A sample response by a candidate who failed to provide 
characteristic features of novels 

In Extract 10.3, the candidate failed to give the required features that 
differentiate novels from other literary genres; instead, he/she listed key 
features of a novel. That is, the novel must have a title, setting, themes, 
message and relevance. The candidate was not knowledgeable about the 
demand of the question. 

3.1.3 Question 3: The Beauty of a Literary Work 
This question required the candidates to explain how plot, language use, 
characterization, setting and suspense add value to a literary work. This 
question tested the candidates’ ability to explain how literary works are 
made artistic using literary elements. The question was set from the Writing 
– Literary Stylistics topic. 

A total of 32,269 candidates (99.99%) attempted the question. Among 
them, 18,266 (56.61%) scored from 6.0 to 10.0 marks; 11,456 (35.50%) 
scored from 3.5 to 5.5 marks; and 2,547 (7.89%) scored from 0.0 to 3.0 
marks. Their overall performance on this question was good because 29,722 
candidates (92.11%) scored from 3.5 to 10.0 marks, as summarised in 
Figure 11. 
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Figure 11: Candidates’ Performance on Question 3 

 

The candidates who scored high marks on this question demonstrated 
ability in explaining how the given elements can add beauty to literary 
works.  

In item (i), the candidates explained that plot arranges and links events and 
episodes in a literary work. It adds beauty by showing how the events are 
organized and how one event can initiate another event, making readers 
feel entertained and finally get the artist’s intended message. 

Also in item (ii), the candidates correctly explained how language use adds 
beauty to a work of art. They clearly stated that, when language is 
artistically used, it adds pleasure to the work of art. This is made possible 
through figures of speech that are aesthetically used to convey the message 
to the audience.  

Furthermore, in item (iii), the candidates explained how characterization 
adds beauty to a literary work. They stipulated that beauty is added to a 
work of art when characters are carefully designed, developed and 
assigned roles that make them appear as if they are real humans. 

Moreover, the candidates responded correctly to item (iv) by explaining 
how setting beautifies a work of art. They hinted that setting makes the 
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work of art enjoyable as it facilitates creating a mental picture in the 
readers’ mind.  

Lastly, in item (v), the candidates explained that suspense adds beauty to a 
work of art by creating the reader’s or watcher’s enthusiasm for the work 
of art. Events that keep the audience in suspense tend to capture their 
attention and eagerness to follow up as they find it difficult to bear the 
suspense a moment longer. Extract 11.1 is a sample of the correct 
responses to the question.  
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Extract 11.1: A sample response by a candidate who scored high marks 
on Question 3 

 

The candidates who scored averagely demonstrated a partial understanding 
of how the given elements beautify literary works. They provided partially 
correct explanations to some items. Some of them provided vague 
explanations. Extract 11.2 is illustrative.  
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Extract 11.2: A sample response by a candidate with partial knowledge 
of the subject matter 

In Extract 11.2, the candidate demonstrated partial knowledge of the 
aesthetic devices in literature. He/she vaguely explained the setting and 
suspense elements and failed to express how they add beauty to literary 
works. Moreover, he/she vaguely linked standard language to literary 
language. 
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Other candidates also scored low marks on this question. Such candidates 
failed to explain how plot, language use, characterization, setting and 
suspense beautify literary works. Due to the lack of knowledge about the 
tested literary terms, the candidates provided irrelevant responses. 

In item (i), for example, one candidate explained that plot adds beauty in a 
work of art because it shows the culture of different societies hence 
simplifying the delivery of messages. Another candidate responded that plot 
adds beauty to a work of art because it shows the techniques of writers that 
differentiate one writer from the other.  

In item (ii), one candidate also responded by explaining the role of 
language in literature instead of how language beautifies literary works. 
The candidate stated language adds beauty in the work of art because it 
conveys message to the readers. Another candidate explained that 
language adds beauty in a work of art due to the use of cultural words 
from different ethnic groups. 

In item (iii), a candidate responded that characterization adds beauty to a 
work of art because it helps in passing information and messages from the 
artist to the society. Another candidate wrote a definition of 
characterization without showing how it adds beauty to the literary work. 

Further, in item (iv), the majority of the candidates who scored low marks 
on this item failed to explain how setting can be used to beautify the work 
of art. Conversely, they ended up defining of the given concept, some of 
their definitions were also incorrect. 

In item (v), the candidate responded that suspense adds beauty to the work 
of art by showing the intention of the writer. The candidates seemed to lack 
adequate knowledge of the term suspense and its function in the work of 
art. Thus, they responded by incorrectly defining the term. For instance, 
one candidate defined suspense as a figure of speech that enables a 
character to understand what the audience sees in a book. Extract 11.3 is a 
sample of the incorrect responses by the candidate who scored low marks 
on this question. 
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Extract 11.3: A sample response by a candidate who scored low marks on 
Question 3 

 

3.1.4 Question 4: Reading a Poem and Answering Subsequent Questions  
The question instructed the candidates to read the given poem and respond 
to questions in items (i) – (v). The poem read as follows: 

 Two Dogs at the Gate (By Jwani Mwaikusa) 

 At the Rear Gate to the Palace, 
 Two dogs met. 
 One, thin with apparent sickness 
 Silhouette of dry bones and hairless skin. 
 Weak, faltering, but determined, 
 It had trotted to the Rear Gate, 
 It being the only entrance for the dog race, 
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 For a look. Just a look. 
 At the likes of what benefits a king. 
 
 At the gate he met the king’s dog, 
 Or the King of dogs, 
 Fat, healthy and twice as big as a St. Bernard, 
 Glaring with a cruel face, 
 Menacing with its towering size, 
 Fiery hatred blazing from those eyes, 
 Burning red with anger, 
 All in stern protest at the apparition of his kin, 
 Coming to peep at the ever hidden power. 
 
 But,  
 Those sleepy eyes of the common dog are sharp! 
 Sharp enough to pierce the red camouflage. 
 Hiding the fear in those eyes, 
 Groveling fear of power and pain,  
 The pain of palace custody. 
  
 Fortified by the revelation,  
 The common dog turns about, 

Struggling, wrestling, battling with the strong wing 
But never faltering as he trots back, 
Back and away to his planet, 
Back and away to his planet, 
The joy of whose freedom, 
Only common dogs can know. 
 
Questions: 

(i) Identify two symbols that have been used in this poem and state 
what they represent. 

(ii) The word ‘sharp’ appear at the end of the second verse at the 
beginning of the third verse in the fifth stanza. What kind of a 
literary device is that and why is it used?  

(iii) Which major theme is depicted in the poem? Give evidence for 
your answer. 



83 

(iv) Some of the words in the following verse have the same sound at 
the end: struggling, wrestling, battling with the strong wind. 
Identify the name given to this element of music in poetry, and 
briefly explain why it is important in this poem. 

(v) With evidence from the poem, what lesson does the poet impart to 
the audience in the last stanza? 

 

The question was attempted by 32,268 candidates (99.99%). Among them, 
8,277 (25.65%) scored from 6.0 to 10.0 marks; 10,601(32.85%) scored 
from 3.5 to 5.5 marks; and 13,390 (41.50%) scored from 0.0 to 3.0 marks. 
Analysis shows that their overall performance on this question was good 
since 18,878 candidates (58.50%) scored in the average and good. Their 
performance is summarised in Figure 12. 

 

 

 

Figure 12: Candidates’ Performance on Question 4 
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It was noted in the analysis that candidates who scored high marks on this 
question had adequate knowledge of and skills in analyzing poems. They 
correctly read the given poem and responded to the given questions. 

In item (i), most of the candidates appropriately identified two symbols 
used in the poem which are the king’s dog and the common dog. Other 
symbols they identified are gate, palace and sleepy eye. They also 
managed to state the ideas which each of the symbols represents. The 
king’s dog represents the subordinates of the higher class people, whereas 
the common dog stands for the ordinary people.  

In item (ii), the candidates who got it right stated the literary device 
represented by the repetition of the word ‘sharp’ at the end of the second 
verse and at the beginning of the third verse in the fifth stanza was 
anadiplosis. These candidates explained appropriately that this device 
expresses emphasis on the idea of determination for the common dog in 
knowing what goes on at the king’s palace. 

In item (iii), the candidates managed to identify the major theme of the 
poem, referring to life inequality/classes of the rich and powerful versus 
those of the poor and weak. 

In item (iv), the candidates identified consonance as a name given to the 
element of music composed of the words struggling, wrestling, and 
battling used in one verse. The candidates who scored all marks on this 
item managed to explain briefly the importance of consonance. That is, it 
adds musical beauty to the poem, especially when the verses are recited or 
read loudly. 

In item (v), the candidates managed, with evidence, to state the lesson 
conveyed to the audience by the poet, as depicted in the last stanza. The 
lesson is that freedom makes people happy. They justified this fact by 
using the following verses: 

“The joy of whose freedom 
Only common dogs can know” 
 
Extract 12.1 presents a sample of the correct responses to this question. 
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Extract 12.1: A sample correct responses to Question 4 

Analysis shows that some of the candidates scored average marks. Such 
candidates had some knowledge of analyzing and interpreting poems. 
Hence, they provided correct responses to only some items. For example, 
they correctly identified two symbols used in the poem, but they could not 
clearly explain the ideas they represented. Others stated the main theme of 
the poem, but they provided implausible explanations. They also could also 
could not cite relevant verses from the given poem to support their 
answers. Extract 12.2 shows a sample average response to this question. 
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Extract 12.2: A sample response by a candidate who had scored 
averagely on Question 4 

In Extract 12.2, the candidate did not give explanations for items (ii) and 
(iv) as per the requirements of the items, hence scoring averagely. 

The candidates whose performance was poor did not respond according to 
the questions from the poem. Such candidates did not demonstrate the 
expected knowledge of reading and interpreting poems. Some candidates 
failed to understand the language used in the poem and ended up giving 
incorrect responses, as described below:  

In item (i), one candidate commented that two symbols the King’s dog and 
the common dog as used in the poem represent colonialism instead of 
social classes. Several other candidates identified the two symbols but 
could not state clearly the ideas they represent. For example, one candidate 
interpreted dog as a symbol for people used by the colonialists and the 
king’s dog as a symbol for colonialists who used puppets to rule African 
countries. 

In item (ii), one candidate supplied reiteration referring to a word at the 
end of a verse being repeated at the beginning of the next verse in a stanza 
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instead of anadiplosis. The candidate could have failed to differentiate how 
repetition occurs in anadiplosis and reiteration. 

In item (iii), one candidate failed to identify the major theme of the poem. 
He/she mentioned HIV/AIDS as a theme of the poem, instead of classes. In 
the same item, another candidate mentioned themes like unity, exploitation 
and protest without explaining them.  

In item (iv), several candidates failed to determine how consonance and 
rhyme occur in verses. They named rhyme as the repetition of similar 
consonant sounds at the end of words in a given verse. The answer was 
consonance. Also, there was a candidate who supplied alliteration to this 
item and explained that it involves the repetition of the same sound at the 
end of consecutive words in a line. 

In item (v), some candidates failed to suggest the lesson from the last 
stanza of the poem. Many of them skipped the item after writing only the 
item number. Other candidates wrote irrelevant messages; for instance, one 
candidate wrote people did not know where is freedom of the majority in 
the society. Extract 12.3 shows a sample of the incorrect responses to this 
question. 

 
Extract 12.3: A sample incorrect response to Question 4 
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3.2 SECTION B: Essay Questions  
The section comprised four (4) questions. Each question weighed twenty 
(20) marks. This section required the candidates to answer three (3) 
questions. Questions seven (7) and eight (8) were compulsory. The total 
marks for this section were sixty (60).  

3.2.1 Question 5: People in Power as a Hindrance to Changes in 
Society 

This question required the candidates to validate the statement that people 
who desire to bring changes in their societies are hindered by people with 
influence and power in those societies. It was set from the topic 
Appreciating Literary Works to assess the candidates’ ability to discuss 
themes of selected texts. The candidates were required to make reference to 
the plays An Enemy of the People written by Henrik Ibsen and Betrayal in 
the City written by Francis Imbuga. 

The question was optional, and it was attempted by 17,821 candidates 
(55.2%). Among them, 9,154 (51.37%) scored from 12.0 to 20.0 marks; 
6,831 (38.33%) scored from 7.0 to 11.5 marks; and 1,836 (10.30%) scored 
from 0.0 to 6.5 marks. Their overall performance on this question was good 
because 15,985 (89.70%) candidates who attempted this question scored 
average and good marks. 

 
Figure 13: Candidates’ Performance on Question 5 
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The candidates who performed well on this question managed to introduce 
their essays correctly by defining the key words in the question. They also 
introduced the recommended readings to support their arguments. 

In the main body, the candidates explained the challenges which people 
who desire to bring changes to the society face in their struggle using the 
recommended readings to justify their views. They used various characters 
to show how some people’s desire to bring changes to society are hindered 
by those with influence and power. The candidates stated that some people 
have a strong desire to solve problems that affect the entire society, but they 
fail to fulfil their desires as they are betrayed, arrested and imprisoned, 
dismissed from their jobs and sometimes killed. Extract 13.1 is illustrative.  
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Extract 13.1: A sample of correct responses to Question 5 

Furthermore, other candidates scored average marks on this question. Such 
candidates provided correct responses but they could not thoroughly justify 
their arguments by linking what was portrayed in the plays with the points 
raised. Others provided a few correct points with appropriate elaborations; 
however, some of the adequately defended points were irrelevant. Extract 
13.2 shows a sample of such responses. 
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Extract 13.2: A sample response by a candidate who scored average 
marks on Question 5  

In contrast, some candidates’ performance on this question was poor. The 
candidates had little knowledge to comprehend demands of the question. 
They also lacked adequate content to address the subject matter. Thus, they 
failed to show how some people who desire to bring changes to society are 
hindered by those with power and influence. For example, some candidates 
described the themes depicted in the two plays instead of showing 
specifically how some people are blocked by powerful and influential 
people in society. 

Other candidates explained factors that can make the society change 
instead of showing how people who labour for change in society are 
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hindered by those people with power and influence. Additionally, some 
candidates did not understand the question. Hence, they provided reasons 
that hinder changes in the society instead of explaining how people who 
strive for change in society are hindered by powerful and influential people 
in society. 

Others discussed the roles of characters in the given plays without showing 
how they are hindered by other people with power and influence. Extract 
13.3 illustrates such responses.  
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Extract 13.3: A sample response by a candidate who performed poorly on 
Question 5 

In Extract 13.3, the candidate attributed hindrance to bringing societal 
changes to the themes portrayed in the readings, instead of individuals in 
power. He/she thus failed to respond to the question correctly. 

3.2.2 Question 6: Wisdom in Making Decisions 

Question 6 asked the candidates to validate in eight points the fact that some 
people get into trouble because they lack wisdom when making decisions. It 
required them to support their arguments with reference to two readings they 
had appreciated from the given list of novels. The question was set from the 
Appreciating Literary Works topic to test the candidates’ knowledge and 
ability to discuss themes of the selected readings.  

The question was compulsory and it was attempted by 32,265 candidates 
(99.98%). Among them, 13,000 (40.29%) scored from 12.0 to 20.0 marks; 
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14,004 (43.40%) scored from 7.0 to 11.5 marks; and 5,261 (16.31%) scored 
from 0.0 to 6.5 marks. Analysis shows that their overall performance on this 
question was good because 27,004 candidates (83.69%) scored average and 
good marks. 

 

Figure 14: Candidates’ Performance on Question 6 

 
The candidates who scored good marks on this question managed to 
systematically introduce their essays by defining important terminologies 
in the question. These candidates also considered expressions such as lack 
of wisdom and decision making as important to be conceptualized in the 
introductory parts of their essays. The candidates viewed the lack of 
wisdom as an inability to make good decisions or sensible decisions 
because of poor reasoning. They maintained decision making as the 
process of making sound judgement on a certain critical matter or issue.  

In the main body, the candidates used the two proposed characters, one 
from each novel to explain how some people in society find themselves in 
trouble for lacking wisdom in making decisions. 

The candidates used appropriate readings such as A Man of the People by 
Chinua Achebe, The Beautyful Ones Are Not Yet Born by Ayi Kwei 
Amah, Devine Providence by Severine Ndunguru and other recommended 
novels to show that the lack of wisdom can physically injury those who 
make unwise decisions; eventually, it can lead to unnecessary conflicts in 
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society, frustrations and family separation. Extract 14.1 shows a sample of 
the correct responses to this question. 
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Extract 14.1: A sample response by a candidate who scored high marks 
on Question 6 

 
In Extract 14.1, the candidate organized his/her essay well. He/she chose 
one character from each reading and answered the question accordingly. 

 
Nevertheless, other candidates scored average marks. Their responses were 
valid though some of them lacked reasonable explanations. Extract 14.2 
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illustrates a sample response by a candidate who scored average marks on 
this question.  
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Extract 14.2: A sample response by a candidate who scored average 
marks on Question 6 
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Moreover, other candidates scored low marks on this question because the 
quality of their responses was below average. They failed to adequately 
validate the statement that some people find themselves in trouble due to 
lack of wisdom when making decisions. Some of these candidates used 
irrelevant readings to address the question. For instance, they used 
characters from plays instead of novels.  

Besides, other candidates misinterpreted the question. They responded by 
showing the problems some people fight against in society instead of 
demonstrating how individuals’ lack of wisdom and proper decision 
making skills could lead them into problems. Some of these candidates 
responded by merely discussing the conflicts of the characters presented in 
the novels.  

Additionally, some candidates failed to explain their points. They ended up 
mentioning only the points. Generally, most of these candidates lacked 
good command of the English language, the problem which affected clarity 
of their responses as Extract 14.3 illustrates. 

 

 
Extract 14.3: A sample response by a candidate who performed poorly on 
Question 6 

In Extract 14.3, the candidate introduced the essay but failed to explain his/her 
points. 
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3.2.3 Question 7: How the Surrounding Environment Shapes an Individual’s 
Behaviour 

 

Question 7 required the candidates to justify how an individual’s behaviour 
is shaped by the surrounding environment. The question was set from the 
Appreciating Literary Works topic to test the candidates’ knowledge and 
ability to discuss themes of selected readings. It expected the candidates to 
refer to any two plays on the given list and provide four points from each. 

The question was optional, and it was attempted by 14,452 candidates 
(44.8%). Among them, 5,188 (35.90%) scored from 12.0 to 20.0 marks; 
7,037 (48.69%) scored from 7.0 to 11.5 marks; and 2,227 (15.41%) scored 
from 0.0 to 6.5 marks. Analysis shows that the candidates’ overall 
performance on the question was good because 12,225 (84.59%) of those 
who attempted the question scored from 7 to 20 marks. Their performance 
is summarised in Figure 15. 

 

 
Figure 15: Candidates’ Performance on Question 7 

 

The candidates who scored high marks on this question demonstrated their 
competence in analyzing and interpreting plays. They correctly provided 
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the overview of the question by showing issues which need to be changed 
for the betterment of society. The candidates also cited two plays to 
support their arguments. 
 
Those who scored high marks on this question demonstrated competences 
in analyzing plays and applying the knowledge gained from the plays to 
evaluate the behaviour of characters in the readings. They appropriately 
provided the overview of the question by firstly defining important 
concepts that emanate from the question. They then outlined the plays 
which they referred to in the course of justifying how the surrounding 
environment can shape a person’s behaviour. 

The candidates referred to relevant plays like Lwanda Magere by Okoiti 
Omtatah, I will Marry When I Want by Ngugi wa Thiong’o, Betrayal in 
the City by Francis Imbuga and others recommended under the 
programme to identify some people who become either betrayers, 
hypocrites, protesters, thieves, drunkards, patriots, hardworking and 
successful, overconfident and so on because of the experiences they get 
from the societies in which they live. Extract 15.1 is a sample of the correct 
response by a candidate who got high marks on the question on this 
question.  

 
 



110 

 



111 

 

 



112 

 

 
 

Extract 15.1: A sample of the correct response to Question 7 
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In Extract 15.1 the candidate was fairly organized. He/she correctly 
addressed the requirement of the question by clearly showing 
environmental influence on the characters’ behaviour. 

In contrast, the responses of the candidates who scored averagely on the 
question lacked detailed elaborations and clarity to meet the question 
requirement. For example, some of these candidates described the 
behaviour of characters without showing how such behaviour is shaped by 
the environment around the characters. Extract 15.2 illustrates it further.  
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Extract 15.2: A sample response by a candidate who scored average 
marks 
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Further analysis revealed that some candidates performed poorly on the 
question. They did not demonstrate the expected competences assessed in 
the question. Their poor performance on this question was largely linked to 
their failure to understand the question. For instance, they explained the 
traits of some characters instead of explaining how the characters are 
shaped by the forces around them. Moreover, others responded by 
discussing the issues depicted in the plays. 

The poor performance on this question was also caused by candidates’ 
poor proficiency in English; hence, they failed to analyze the issues per the 
requirement of the question. Extract 15.3 shows a sample response by a 
candidate who incorrectly attempted the question. 
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Extract 15.3: A sample response by a candidate who scored low marks on 
Question 7 

 
In Extract 15.3, the candidate misunderstood the question. He/she thus 
responded irrelevantly by explaining the themes portrayed in the reference 
plays. 

3.2.4 Question 8: Effectiveness of Symbolism in Conveying Messages to 
Society 
The question required the candidates to verify how symbolism is an 
effective literary device in conveying messages to members of the society. 
It asked the candidates to make reference to any four poems on the reading 
list and provide four points from each poem. 
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The question was compulsory, and it was attempted by 32,268 candidates 
(99.99%). Among them, 24,636 (76.35%) scored from 12.0 to 20.0 marks; 
6,142 (19.03%) scored from 7.0 to 11.5 marks; and 1,490 (4.62%) scored 
from 0.0 to 6.5 marks. Analysis shows that their overall performance on the 
question was good since 30,778 (95.38%) of all candidates who attempted 
this question passed at the average and good performance levels. Their 
performance on this question is summarised in Figure 16. 

 
Figure 16: Candidates’ Performance on Question 8 

 

The candidates who gave the correct responses to this question considered 
the proper layout and organization of their essays. They began their essays 
with appropriate introductions; then they provided detailed main bodies 
and ended up by providing plausible conclusions. 

In the introduction, the candidates defined briefly the term symbolism as a 
technique in which words are used to represent something else. Then, they 
cited four poems from either Selected Poems or The Wonderful Surgeon 
and Other Poems as their reference.  

The candidates who scored high marks used specific poems such as Your 
Pain by Armando Guebuza, A Freedom Song by Marjorie Oludhe-
Macgoye, Eat More by Joe Corrie and Ballad of the Land Lord by 
Langston Hughes and others which are recommended in the poetry section. 
Using such poems, the candidates clearly explained the various symbols 



118 

used and the messages they convey to the readers. For instance, some of 
these candidates explained, scars, blood, eyes, whip from Your Pain; 
sacks and bleeding/blood from A Freedom Song; and beef from Eat More 
by Joe Corrie to represent abstract ideas and the messages they convey. 
Extract 16.1 shows a sample response by a candidate who responded 
correctly to this question. 
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Extract 16.1: A sample response by a candidate who scored high marks 
on Question 8 

In Extract 16.1, the candidate was well organized. He/she introduced the 
essay, presented the sixteen points with supporting examples and 
concluded the essay appropriately. 
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However, other candidates provided average responses; hence they scored 
average marks. This performance stemmed from weaknesses in their 
responses. Extract 16.2 is illustrative. 
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Extract 16.2:  A sample response by a candidate who performed 
averagely on Question 8 
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In Extract 16.2, the candidate demonstrated several weaknesses. First, 
his/her English language proficiency was low. He/she used ungrammatical 
sentences, such as Is one of symbolism show on the poem where by give a 
message.. Second, he/she failed to state exactly what some symbols 
represented; instead, he/she expressed the message conveyed. Third, he/she 
misspelt the poem titles such as Building the National, as well as the poets’ 
names, such as Armado (the composer of Eat More). 

Furthermore, other candidates performed poorly on this question. They did 
not satisfy the requirements of the question or the expected competences in 
poetry. Some of these candidates did not write their responses in essay 
form. They mentioned symbols, some of which were incorrect. They failed 
to show what these symbols stood for. Yet other candidates provided 
symbols without stating what they represent and the messages they convey. 
Moreover, other candidates explained that symbolisms portray messages, 
but they failed to identify such symbols from poems. For example, one 
candidate wrote that symbolism portrays a message that classes are source 
of humiliation. From this explanation, the candidate could not state the 
specific symbol for the stated message. 

Besides, some candidates analyzed issues portrayed in the poems rather 
than symbols and messages presented using those symbols. Analysis 
indicates that such candidates did not understand the demands of the 
question. A sample response by a candidate who scored low marks on this 
question is shown in Extract 16.3. 
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Extract 16.3: A sample response by a candidate who scored low marks on 
Question 8 

In Extract 16.3, the candidate analysed issues raised in the poems and one 
poetic device (personification). In the analysis, the candidate claimed that 
these issues symbolized certain realities in society; however, he/she did not 
specify which realities they represent specifically. 

 
4.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE PER TOPIC 

A total of 6 topics were included in the English Language examination. 
Four topics were in 122/1 English Language 1 and two topics were in 122/2 
English Language2. The analysis of the candidates’ performance on each 
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topic in 122/1 English Language 1 shows that the topic Introduction to 
Language ranked first, with 94.02 per cent of the candidates performing 
well. The second topic was Interpretation and Translation (72.63%). This 
was followed by Word Formation on which they had the average 
performance of 60.21 per cent. The topic Language Skills ranked fourth 
with the performance of 56.64 per cent. 

The analysis of the candidates’ performance in 122/2 English Language 2 
indicates that the topic Literary Stylistics ranked first, on which they had the 
average performance of 82.04 per cent. This was followed by Appreciating 
Literary Works on which they had the average performance of 78.78 per 
cent. The appendix summarises the candidates’ performance in both 122/1 
English Language 1 and 122/2 English Language 2 per topic for the year 
2022. 

 
5.0 CONCLUSION 

The general performance in the subject was good because 32,099 (99.68 %) 
out of the 32,270 candidates who sat for the examination passed. This 
performance stemmed from the candidates’ sufficient knowledge of the 
contents covered in the topics. They also addressed the requirements of the 
questions. Their good command of the English language enabled them to 
elaborate their points clearly. These candidates were good at 
communication in the English language and writing skills. 

In 122/1 English Language 1, the candidates scored the highest marks on 
Question 5, from the topic Introduction to Language, with the average 
performance of 94.02 per cent. The lowest performance in this paper was on 
Question 3, from the topic Language Skills, with the average performance 
of 56.62 per cent. The factors for the failure included inadequate knowledge 
about the subject matter, specifically about pronunciation of English words. 
Another factor was the candidates’ failure to understand the demand of the 
question. Accordingly, they responded wrongly. 

Analysis shows that the highest performance in 122/2 English Language 2 
was on Question 3 from the topic Literary Stylistics, with the average 
performance of 82.41 per cent. Question 4 from the topic Appreciating 
Literary Works was the least performed with the average of 78.78 per cent. 
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The factors for the failure included the candidates’ inadequate knowledge of 
poem analysis and failure to grasp the demand of the question. 

 

6.0 RECOMMENDATIONS  

To improve the performance of prospective candidates, this report 
recommends the following: 

(i) According to the performance analysis, the candidates’ little 
knowledge of Phonology, i.e. how words are pronounced, led to weak 
performance. More effort should be put into teaching and learning 
English pronunciation. Learners should be guided through learning 
practically inside and outside their classrooms how to pronounce and 
transcribe English words. Additionally, teachers should be role models 
in pronouncing and using words in sentences. 

(ii) One of the factors behind the candidates’ low marks is their failure to 
grasp the requirements of the questions. Thus, teachers should guide 
their students through regularly responding to previous examination 
questions. The practice will equip the students with the necessary 
skills in identifying the demands of the questions in their 
examinations. 

(iii) Students should be encouraged to read widely to improve their 
vocabulary and grammar. This will eventually enable them to express 
their ideas grammatically. 

(iv) When practising answering questions from the topic Appreciating 
Literary Works, it was observed that students are accustomed to 
narrating and explaining themes portrayed rather than responding to 
the exact tasks given in the questions. Thus, candidates should be 
encouraged to read questions carefully and understand what they are 
required to do prior to answering the questions. This practice will 
reduce the challenge of answering questions irrelevantly. 
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7.0 Appendix 

 

 

 
S/N Topic 

Performance Per Question 

Number 
of 
Questions 

Percentage of 
Candidates who 
got 35% or 
Above 

Remarks 

1.  Introduction to 
Language 2 94.02 Good 

2.  Literary Stylistics 2 82.04 Good 
3.  Appreciating 

Literary Works 6 78.78 Good 
4.  Interpretation and 

Translation 1 72.63 Good 
5.  Word Formation 1 60.21 Good 

6.  Language Skills 4  56.64 Average 
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